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The Dangers of Climate Change

OFFICIAL STATEMENTS DECEMBER 19, 1995

Scientists warn that the gradual warming of the atmosphere as a result of human activity will have serious
environmental consequences. The climate will change, resulting in more storms, more floods, and more

droughts.

To keep climate change within bearable limits, the emissions of greenhouse gasses, especially carbon
dioxide (CO2), need to be significantly reduced. Industrialized countries are the main source of these
emissions, while the first victims are the small island states and low-lying coastal countries.

Despite the clear risks, governments appear slow to act.

The world membership of the Seventh-day Adventist Church requests that the governments concerned

take steps necessary to avert the danger:

1. By fulfilling the agreement reached in Rio de Janeiro (1992 Convention on Climate Change) to
stabilize carbon dioxide emissions by the year 2000 at 1990 levels,

2. By establishing plans for further reductions in carbon dioxide emissions after the year 2000, and

3. By initiating more forcefully public debate on the risks of climate change.

In signing this statement, Seventh-day Adventists declare their advocacy of a simple, wholesome lifestyle,

where people do not step on the treadmill of unbridled consumerism and production of waste. They call for

respect of creation, restraint in the use of the world’s resources, and reevaluation of our needs as

individuals.

This statement was approved and voted by the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists
Administrative Committee (ADCOM) on December 19, 1995.
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